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SAFEGUARDING  A  ST RO NG  EC O NO M Y 

AND  H EALT H Y  C O M M UNIT IES: 
 

Protecting O ur 

N atural R esources 

from  G lobal W arm ing 
 
 

 

 

G lobal w arming poses an unprecedented threat to the survival of the natural w orld and the fish and w ildlife A mericans 

cherish. Fortunately, momentum for Congressional action on global w arming is mounting. 

In order to protect our communities and economy, global w arming legislation must provide new  dedicated investment in 

natural resources to safeguard them from changing climates. 

 
O ur Econom y and P ublic H ealth Rely on O ur Natural Resources 
 
N atural system s provide goods, such as food and m edicine, and life-support 
services essential to hum an life. T hese “ecosystem  services” include filtering  
the air w e breathe and the w ater w e drink, generating fertile soils, controlling 
pests that destroy crops, providing habitat for w ildlife, sequestering carbon 
and controlling floods.  W hat is this w orth? 
 
T o give an idea of the scale of natural resources’ contribution to our econom y, 
if outdoor recreation related activities such as cam ping, fishing, hunting and 
w ildlife view ing w ere one business, it w ould rank in the top 10 of Fortune 500 
com panies. 1 
 
O ther exam ples of our natural resources’ value include: 

 
Insects and Agriculture: M ore than 30%  of our food crops rely on the 
services of pollinators. T he com bined value of native insect pollination 
and pest control services is estim ated at $7.6 billion per year. 2 
 
 

 
 

 

O ne out of every 20 jobs 

in this country is linked to 

w ildlife related activities, 

goods and services and 

these activities stim ulate 

8%  of all consum er 

spending.1 
 

A griculture: 
$7.6 billion 
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D rinking 
W ater:  
$4.3 billion 

R aw  
M aterials: 
$130 billion 

 

Drinking W ater: A  conservative estim ate for the value of w ater flow ing from  our 
national forests is m ore than $4.3 billion annually.3 T he C atskill w atershed provides 
N ew  York C ity w ith m ost of its clean drinking w ater. R eplacing the w ater filtration 
services provided by this w atershed w ith a treatm ent plant w ould cost nearly $8 billion 
plus annual operating costs of $300 m illion.4 

 
 

C oastal Storm  P rotection: C oastal m arshes and 
m angroves are essential barriers for protecting coastal 
and inland com m unities from  storm  surges.  A  recent 
study estim ates that these storm -protection services are 
w orth m ore than $23 billion annually.5 
 

 
Raw  M aterials: N on-tim ber products from  forest ecosystem s, 
including edible plants and m edicines, have an estim ated value of 
$5 billion annually.  W hen com bined w ith the tim ber industry, 
raw  m aterials have an estim ated value of $130 billion. T he tim ber 
industry alone generates over 500,000 jobs annually.6  

 

Global W arm ing T hreatens C om m unities Dependent Upon Fish, W ildlife and 

Natural Resources 
 
T he IPC C  w arns that m id-range clim ate w arm ing could cause 20 – 30 percent of the Earth’s plants and anim als to 
go extinct betw een now  and 2050. 7 

 
Yet the effects of global w arm ing are already being felt across the planet. M ore than 
any tim e during the history of the earth, nature is threatened as clim ate change is 
happening m ore rapidly than ever before and additional stressors, such as 
developm ent, pollution and population, exacerbate the im pacts and im pede the 
ability of nature to adapt and survive.  In the developing w orld it is not uncom m on 

for 80%  of the population to be dependent on their natural resources for survival.  
 
Even w ith im m ediate action to reduce greenhouse gas pollution, the follow ing effects w ill continue for decades to 
com e: 

� D rought and D eclining Snow pack 
� W arm ing of R ivers, Lakes, Stream s and Estuaries 
 

Storm  Surge 
Protection: 
$23 billion 
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B y investing in a skilled 

w orkforce dedicated to 

safeguarding our native 

ecosystem s, w e can help 

protect our com m unities’ 

m ost valuable assets for 

generations—w hile 

creating jobs today.   

 
� Increased C oastal Flooding 
� Sea Level R ise 
� O cean A cidification 
� Increased W ildfire 
� Invasive Species 
� C hanges in seasonal events that disrupt w ildlife and ecological 

com m unities 
 
A t risk are the ecosystem  services discussed above, and the m any other benefits w e receive from  healthy natural 
system s. N ot only is our econom y at risk, but our public health and w ell-being also rely on vibrant natural system s 
and healthy fish and w ildlife populations.   

 

P rotecting Fish, W ildlife and Natural Resources W ill C reate Jobs and P rotect O ur 

Econom y 
 
D edicated funding through a cap-and-trade system  is essential to help resource m anagers at the federal, state, and 
tribal levels enhance the resiliency and sustainability of fish and w ildlife and critical natural resources.  T hese funds 
w ill allow  state and federal agencies to develop science-based strategies and provide crucial support for job-creating 
conservation activities. A cross the country scientists, engineers, construction crew s and others w ill be em ployed:   

 
 
� R estoring native landscapes to increase ecosystem  resiliency in a w arm ing w orld and 

m axim ize carbon sequestration and storage potential 
� Protecting com m unities and providing m ore flexibility and support in w ildland fire 

m anagem ent, a challenge that w ill only grow  w ith clim ate change 
� R em oving invasive species from  natural areas 
� R epairing dam aged w atersheds 

 
 
 

H um an health depends on the health of our forests, parks, public lands and 
open spaces.  Since the founding of our nation, our natural w ealth has 
provided services and raw  m aterials that fuel the engine of our econom y.  
R estoring the health of our econom y is inextricably linked to restoring the 
health of our natural system s – our green infrastructure. 
 
O ur natural system s are already stressed by clim ate-related im pacts such as 
extrem e w eather events, prolonged fire and pest seasons, drought and erosion. T aking on these challenges through 
dedicating a portion of cap-and-trade auction proceeds w ill create A m erican jobs, providing new  skills and incom e to 
w orkers and their fam ilies across the nation, particularly in rural com m unities. 
 
 
 

M ore than 80%  of plants 

and anim als studied are 

shifting their ranges  

because of w arm ing.7  
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For m ore inform ation, contact: 
 
W illiam  P. Lee – A m erican R ivers (202) 243-7070 
G ary J. T aylor – A ssociation of Fish and W ildlife A gencies (202) 624-1402 
M ike D aulton – A udubon (202) 861-2242 ext. 3030 
Sara C hieffo – D efenders of W ildlife (202) 772-0270 
Susan H olm es – Earthjustice (202) 667-4500 
Jon H unter – Endangered Species C oalition (202) 476-0669 
M ark W enzler – N ational Parks C onservation A ssociation (202) 454-3335 
D erek Brockbank – N ational W ildlife Federation (202) 797-6666 
Eric H axthausen, Jennifer M cK night – T he N ature C onservancy (703) 841-4525 
A than M anuel, M yke Bybee – Sierra C lub (202) 547 - 1141 
K ipp Johnson – T he T rust for Public Land (202) 543-7552  
D avid M oulton, J.P. Leous – T he W ilderness Society (202) 429-2681 
K elly K eenan A ylw ard – W ildlife C onservation Society (202) 624-8195 
Steve W illiam s – W ildlife M anagem ent Institute (717) 677-4480 
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